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Phoenix-Goodyear Airport Area/Western Avenue Plume  
Community Advisory Group Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 8, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  

Goodyear City Hall, Room 117 
190 N. Litchfield Road 

Goodyear, Arizona  
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
CAG members present: Diane Krone; Thomas Jones; Susan Kagan; Bob Smith; and new 
member Brenda Holland (as of this meeting) 
 
Members absent: Sheri Michele Lauritano 
 
ADEQ Staff in attendance: Cathy O’Connell, PGA-North Project Manager; Brian Stonebrink, 
PGA-South Project Manager; Bob Peeples, Hydrologist; Linda Mariner, Community 
Involvement Coordinator; and Frank Bell. 
 
EPA Staff in attendance:  Mary Aycock, Remedial Project Manager; and Jose Garcia, 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
 
Members of the public present:   
Robert A. Mongrain, ARCADIS    David Iwanski, City of Goodyear 
Ron Clark, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.   Kevin Murdock, CH2M Hill  
Win Colbert, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.  Todd Struttmann, LATH 
Tom Suriano, Clear Creek Assoc.   Darryl Henning, The West Valley View 
Jerry Ellsworth, SunCor            Bob & Peggy Dodds, LPSCO 
Harold Schmidt     Judy & Colin Barleycorn 
Marcie & Dave Ellis     Jerry Roth 

 
The following matters were presented at the meeting. 
  
1. Call to Order / Introductions  
Ms. Diane Krone, CAG Co-chair, welcomed everyone and facilitated the meeting.  CAG 
members and all meeting attendees introduced themselves.  Mr. Iwanski reported that Dr. Scott 
had resigned from the CAB after the last meeting and would get a written letter sent in as soon as 
possible. 
 
2. Final Five-Year Review Fact Sheet Questions/Comments – Mary Aycock, EPA  
Ms. Aycock spoke about the EPA fact sheet issued in September 2006 giving a summary of the 
results of the Five-Year Review Report.  She explained that the required review is to evaluate 
whether the site is meeting the protectiveness standards of EPA.  At this time the site is not fully 
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characterized, and so EPA is issuing a statement saying that EPA will determine the 
protectiveness in the near future.  Another item in the Five-Year Review is how the consent 
decree with Crane Co., issued in June 2006 binds Crane Co. to the commitments made to EPA.  
Copies of the full Five-Year Review Report are available from EPA.  Citizens were encouraged 
to join the CAG to be able to participate fully in learning about the site status. 
 
3. PGA-North Site Field Activities Update – Robert Mongrain, ARCADIS 
 
Mr. Mongrain introduced himself and explained that ARCADIS is a technical consultant to 
Crane Co.  ARCADIS is currently pumping out contaminated water and treating it before it is 
returned to the aquifer from their main and Well33A treatment systems. He showed 4th Quarter 
2006 sampling results in a slide presentation of continued extraction and treatment of 
trichloroethene (TCE) and perchlorate.  The contaminated groundwater is from Subunit A & 
Subunit C aquifers.  Groundwater monitoring results in Subunit A indicated changes in the shape 
and size of the plume in the north and northeast portions. Otherwise, no increases in contaminant 
concentrations were observed. Mr. Mongrain pointed out that the northern plume well sampling 
indicated some contamination back in September, and these wells are being monitored monthly 
now.  He then showed a groundwater levels map of Subunit A that indicated flow both to the 
northwest and to the northeast towards the cities of Litchfield Park and Avondale. This has been 
the main focus of the investigative work recently. Water levels in Subunit C were also shown 
and monitoring indicates flow to the northwest. 
 
In response to questions, Mr. Mongrain explained the contaminants TCE and perchlorate, and 
also what Subunit A and Subunit C represents.  He also explained to those new in the audience 
how the treatment system works.  He then proceeded to give an update on the total amounts of 
contaminants removed from January 2006–January 2007.  The main treatment system treated 
139 million gallons of water and removed 591 lbs. of TCE and 13.4 lbs. of perchlorate.  The 
Well 33A treatment system treated 166 million gallons of water and removed 124 lbs.  Work is 
underway at the main treatment system to increase pumping from the existing wells.  Work at the 
33A system increased pumping from 600 gallons per minute (gpm) to 800 gpm – an increase of 
33 percent. 
 
Mr. Mongrain explained that ARCADIS plans to address plume expansion in the north and 
northeast by controlling Subunit A with two more well installations, increased pumping and 
more treatment systems.  Once the new extraction systems are operational, they plan on 
collecting and evaluating pumping data from proposed extraction wells EA-05 and EA-06.  Then 
that analytical data from nearby wells will be collected and evaluated to determine effectiveness 
of the extraction wells.  They will continue to evaluate the results of the extraction wells, and if 
needed, install additional monitor wells. 
 
Mr. Jones asked if all these plans were in response to the threat to the drinking water wells in 
Litchfield Park.  Mr. Mongrain confirmed that it was the reason, and they are trying to contain 
the plume.  Mr. Mongrain referred to the groundwater investigative plan to install 30 wells in 
three years to complete the investigation.  He proceeded to update the CAG on other 
groundwater issues including:  conduit well investigation and abandonment work plan; 
additional 11 wells to be drilled in 2007; highlights of investigation work completed in 2006; on-
site investigations; and the Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) system operation results from January 
2006 – January 2007.   
 
Ms. Krone commented how exciting it was to see how much progress was being made. Being a 
CAG member for several years, she was happy to hear all the work that is now being done.      
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Ms. Aycock explained that the current cleanup team is very compatible, and all the effected 
entities are working well together.  Mr. Jones also commented that the PGA-North has had 
problems for years, but there has been noticeable progress since ARCADIS has been involved. 
He also wanted to know why it has taken so long to close Well #10.  Mr. Mongrain responded 
that initially they continued to pump the well and treat the water but that it was taken out of 
public service.  The reason for the continued pumping was to try to re-capture the contamination 
that had entered the well from Subunit A and moved downward via the well to Subunit C.  
Everything had to be approved by both ADEQ and EPA, and that was why it seemed to take a 
long time.   
 
Ms. Krone asked if there were any new conduit wells that have been discovered.  Mr. Mongrain 
replied that they don’t know of any right now, but the investigation of old wells is still on-going. 
Ms. Kagan asked if the project managers felt comfortable at this point knowing the geological 
makeup of the area or is that still under investigation.  Mr. Mongrain commented that it will 
always be under investigation because you can never know enough about the geology.  Ms. 
Aycock agreed that new data is always coming in and being applied to the groundwater model 
for a more accurate look at what’s going on. It is theoretically impossible to “fully characterize” 
a site (i.e., know entirely what’s going on beneath the surface at each and every spot); however, 
the more data that comes in, the more accurate the remedies can be. 
 
Mr. Jones reminded the project managers that for over two years the CAG had concerns about 
the plume moving north, and it seemed that nothing had been done until now.  So he wanted to 
know why.  Mr. Mongrain estimated that Crane Co. has spent about $50 million to date on 
cleanup of the site.  During that period, finalizing the consent decree and operating the two 
treatment systems had the priority.    Ms. Aycock said it wasn’t until about a year ago that Crane 
Co. got serious about meeting the work plan schedule that was being written into the consent 
decree, and that was when ARCADIS came on board as Crane Co’s contractor. 
 
Mr. Jones asked what, if any, impact there would be on the City of Goodyear if the plume 
continued to migrate north.  Mr. Iwanski explained that Goodyear’s service area did not extend 
that far, but they had an interest in protecting all the water supply. 
 
4.  PGA-South Site Update – Ron Clark, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company (GTRC) 
Mr. Clark outlined the progress made at the site during the past few months.  He began with the 
Five-Year Review Recommendations Status Report: 

• Metals sampling to continue while re-evaluating new treatment options 
• Additional soil vapor sampling to evaluate vapor intrusion into buildings 
• Additional monitoring wells to confirm northern Subunit C plume boundary 
• Maintenance items and Operation & Maintenance plans that were completed 
• GTRC working with new property owner regarding institutional controls 

 
He explained all the treatment system upgrades that included:  cleanup of leaks, CH2MHill 
inspection report to help identify top maintenance issues; and prevention of future leaks.  Mr. 
Clark then reported the status of the cleanup.  In Subunit A, about 85% of the contaminants have 
been removed, and that system is ongoing.  In South Subunit C, a little less than 95% of 
contaminants have been removed, and in the last round of sampling, none of the wells sampled 
had results above the maximum contaminant levels (MCLs)!  In the Northern Subunit C, about 
25% of the contaminants have been removed and that system is also ongoing. 
 
Mr. Clark summarized that GTRC continues to provide cleanup to be protective of groundwater 
resources.  The Five-Year Review issues have been addressed already or in process.  The GTRC 
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is working closely with USEPA and ADEQ to keep the cleanup progressing towards the goal of 
all wells showing no exceedance of the MCLs (5μg/l). 
 
Ms. Krone commented on how pleased she was to see the exemplary progress they have made on 
the cleanup. 
 
5. City of Goodyear Report – David Iwanski, Water Resources Manager 
 
Mr. Iwanski reminded the CAG members of the Brownfields Supplemental Environmental 
Project that the City of Goodyear has been working on with the money that Crane Co. has given 
EPA from the consent decree.  He outlined the progress that they’ve made so far and announced 
that Mayor Cavanaugh has accepted the position as President of the Arizona Chapter of the 
National Brownfields Association.   He also clarified that just because the City of Goodyear’s 
service area only extends to Interstate 10 for drinking water wells does not mean that they are not 
very interested and concerned about the safety of the drinking water north of I-10. The City feels 
a serious obligation to protect all drinking water wells for every citizen.   
 
Crane Co., ARCADIS, Maricopa County Flood Control District, and the City of Goodyear will 
be meeting to discuss possible well sites for the PGA-North Superfund site monitoring in the 
city.   They will be looking for sites that will prove to be the least disruptive to citizens.  For 
instance:  Roosevelt Irrigation District has agreed to allow drilling on one of their maintenance 
roads. They are also looking at the southern most part of the community park to optimize 
extraction and to provide other water needs.  Another possibility is on land adjacent to I-10 that 
Maricopa County Flood Control owns. 
 
State Representative John Nelson plans to form a stakeholder’s group to include Litchfield Park 
Service Company (LPSCO), City of Avondale, City of Litchfield Park, City of Goodyear, 
SunCor and Arizona American.  This stakeholder group will be able to assist with public 
outreach and education as they get involved in the Superfund process. 
 
The CAG took a 5-minute break. 
 
6. Call to the Public 
 
Marcie Ellis from the Litchfield Park City Council stated her concerns about the migration of the 
plume toward the City of Litchfield Park, and she stated that she didn’t understand why it has 
taken so long to address this issue. Ms. Ellis has lived in the area since 1964 when Unidynamics 
was operating.  She was concerned about her 36-year-old son’s health issues possibly being 
related to his work on the PGA-North Site in the 1980’s with Malcom-Pirnie.    She urged EPA 
and ADEQ to keep after this important work that could save lives. 
 
Ms. Holland asked for an explanation about the plume moving north in the upper aquifer 
compared to the lower aquifer.  Mr. Mongrain explained how the groundwater flowed through 
the two aquifers under the site.  Ms. O’Connell further explained by using a three layer cake 
analogy.  The top layer of the “cake,” or the Subunit A aquifer, is not where you get your 
drinking water.  The next layer or Subunit B is a confining layer (aquatard) that is sometimes 
solid.  The lowest layer or Subunit C is where you get your drinking water.  So not only is the 
groundwater in Aquifer A moving north, it is also moving downward. So the worry is that the 
contaminated ground water in A will continue downward to C and contaminate that aquifer 
through the drinking water wells in C.    
 

4 



Ms. Holland also asked if there were any more Goodyear drinking water wells that have been 
shut down because contamination has been found.  Ms. Aycock said there is one well (COG-1) 
that does not have TCE contamination, but 3 or 4 ppm of perchlorate has been found in it.  But 
because of the blending that the water in this well goes through, it is not a health-based risk 
issue.  But it is a concern about where the perchlorate is coming from, so they will continue to 
keep an eye on that well as well as all the supply wells. 
 
A citizen asked if an assessment has been made about how much TCE was dumped at the site 
and what percentage has been captured at this time.   Mr. Mongrain responded that about 500 lbs 
have been removed from the main system.  There is no clear idea of how much was disposed in 
the dry wells.  This last year ARCADIS reviewed historical documentation which only identified 
the chemicals but not the amounts.  A groundwater flow model that they are working on will 
assist with the capture and cleanup of the TCE.  He also asked for an estimate of how aggressive 
the cleanup program was on a scale of 1 – 10 (best).  Ms. Aycock estimated that it was currently 
a 7 because all 17 projects can not be started at once to be a 10.  Right now they are doing a 
phase-in approach for all 17 projects in the cleanup process. 
 
Mr. Roth from the public asked the project team if it was a pioneer in making decisions on the 
work at PGA-North or if they were learning from other sites.  Both Ms. O’Connell and Ms. 
Aycock explained that they constantly look for new technologies at other sites to utilize for this 
site.  Ms. Aycock gave several examples of new products that the consultants have introduced at 
the PGA-North and South sites. Mr. Roth also asked what the depth of the plume was since he 
felt that it was not made clear when trying to picture the size of the plume.  Mr. Mongrain 
answered that it extends to 170-190 ft. deep on northern end of plume in Subunit A. Subunit C 
extends from 250 – 300 ft deep. He then asked if contaminants are still being added to the 
groundwater.  Mr. Mongrain said that based on operations at main drywell source area they don’t 
feel there is a continuing source to the groundwater.  His final question was whether there was a 
projected timeframe from all the studies on how long it would take to get the groundwater at the 
site cleaned up to less than 5 MCL. Ms. Aycock stated that it would be long time because the 
remedial investigation/feasibility study is scheduled to be done in done in 2011, and that would 
only result in a complete characterization of the site.  The PGA-South Site has had their remedy 
in place since 1989, and are close, but not yet finished with their cleanup.  With PGA-North, it 
could be another 20–30 years. 
 
Another citizen asked if anyone has ever taken the time to find out how far and how fast the 
contamination moves from the source.   Mr. Mongrain estimated that the velocity of the plume, 
which has been mostly influenced by the pumping rate of the extraction wells, has been about 
300 feet a year.   New well installations have to be approved by Arizona Department of Water 
Resources, and they check with ADEQ to check Superfund/WQARF boundaries before 
approving. 
 
7.  Acceptance and/or Changes to Minutes for 9/14/06 & 11/2/06 CAG Meetings 
Ms. Krone asked if anyone had any changes to each set of minutes. No one had any changes, so 
the minutes stand as read. 
 
8. CAG Membership Recruiting  
 
Ms. Kagan asked if any outreach had been done for residents of Litchfield Park.  Ms. O’Connell 
did a presentation at a Town Hall Meeting in Litchfield Park where she explained that citizens 
were needed to join the CAG.  Her presentation was also put up on their web site.  Ms. Kagan 
suggested that the Litchfield Park County Library be put on the PGA mailing list.   
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Mr. Garcia and Ms. Krone met recently and discussed that setting a fixed date every quarter for 
the CAG meeting might be helpful in getting more attendance.  The suggested dates were the 
first Thursday of February, May, August, and November.   A vote was taken to fix the dates of 
future CAG meetings to be the first Thursday every 3 months; i.e. May 3, August 2, November 1 
for 2007. Ms. Kagan made the motion, and Mr. Jones seconded it.  The motion passed contingent 
on Mr. Iwanski confirming that the conference room would be available.    
 
Mr. Garcia also discussed his plans to do some special outreach meetings for Litchfield Park.  
Tom Surriano, who is representing Litchfield Park, will be that city’s liaison to connect EPA and 
ADEQ with community opportunities.  Ms. Kagan also suggested Estrella Mountain Community 
College might be a good place to schedule some public meetings for outreach activities.  
Homeowners associations, realtor groups, and the local Chamber of Commerce were also 
brought up for possible presentations. 
 
CAG members reported that the Avondale Old Town Library on Western Avenue will be 
expanding sometime this year and they were concerned that during the renovation, the site files 
would be moved somewhere else – possibly to the new Avondale Civic Center Library at 11350 
W. Civic Center Drive.  Both Ms. Mariner and Mr. Garcia said that they would check on the files 
to make sure they would not get lost.  It was suggested that the site repository at the Avondale 
Library could be changed since the Western Avenue WQARF site will be inactive soon.   
 
Ms. Krone suggested that the CAG member application be sent out again or put on websites of 
the City of Goodyear and Litchfield Park.  No CAG applications were received from the recent 
EPA fact sheet mailing regarding PGA-North Site Five-Year Review Report.  However, Ms. 
Brenda Holland did turn in an application.  It was discussed and a motion was made to accept her 
as a member of the CAG by Mr. Jones.  Ms. Kagan seconded the motion, and the vote was 
unanimous to accept Ms. Holland as an official CAG member.   
 
9. Next Meeting Date and Agenda Discussion 
  
Mr. Smith suggested that the agenda for future agendas place the “Call to the Public” 
immediately after the presentations and before the CAG business.  Agenda topics discussed 
were:  CAG membership and possible voting, discussion and voting on revisions to CAG charter, 
picking new site repository, update on Goodyear’s Brownfields Supplemental Environmental 
Project (SEP) Project, PGA-North and South activities update, Western Avenue WQARF site 
update, and new co-chair nominations and voting. 
 
10. Adjournment 
Ms. Kagan motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Ms. Holland seconded the motion.  The CAG 
voted to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. 
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